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INTRODUCTION
The Long Street Methodist Church and Schools designed by the renowned local 20th century 
architect, Edgar Wood and built in 1900 was purchased from the Methodist Church in 2010 by 
the Heritage Trust North West (HTNW) and the Greater Manchester Building Preservation Trust 
(GMBPT). Over the last 8 years the GMBPT have been working in conjunction with Rochdale 
Council and the Heritage Trust North West to secure Heritage Lottery Funding for the restoration 
of the Former Schools to bring them back into use and to ensure there long term protection.

In 2010 Rochdale Metropolitan Borough Council secured a £2m Heritage Lottery Fund grant 
for the restoration of a selection of important buildings, including a number of Edgar Wood 
buildings which, upon completion, would put Middleton on the heritage map.

The restoration of the former Schools at Long Street are the final piece in the Townscape Heritage 
Initiative and in November 2017 a £590,806 Townscape Heritage Initiative grant which, along 
with funding support from Viridor and the local community, enabled the Phase 1 works to be 
completed in September 2018 to safeguard the building fabric and to bring historic floorspace 
back into use as a community, conference and events venue. 

This book documents the condition of the building prior to the works, the works during restoration 
and the completed works to record this period in the life of the building.   

Christine Grime
Greater Manchester Building Preservation Trust















Existing windows to Former School Room before the works Restored  windows to Former School Room following the works

Existing windows to the Main Hall before the works Restored windows to the Main Hall following the works



Existing windows to Main Hall before the works Restored leaded lights to Main Hall windows during the works

Existing windows to the Ladies Parlour before the works Restored windows to the Ladies Parlour following the works



Existing windows to Main Hall before the works

Existing windows to Main Hall before the works



Windows to Main Hall after the works



View from the Courtyard towards the Main Hall before the works



View from the Courtyard towards the Main Hall after the works



Existing doors to the Vestibule before the works



Existing doors under refurbishment

Existing door hinges restored Existing door hinges restored

Existing door hinges restored Existing ironmongery restored



Structural cracks within brickwork before the works

Deteriorated buttress detail before the works

Cement repointing and delapidated buttress before the works Repointing and brickwork repairs required to archway

Repointing, brickwork repairs required where damaged



Removal of cement pointing and crack repairs Removal of cement pointing and repointing

Buttress rebuild and repointed Rebedding of existing stone copings with lime mortar

Brickwork and buttress rebuild and repointed Repointing to existing brickwork and stonewrok to archway



View from Long Street prior to the restoration works

View from Long Street prior to the restoration works



View from Long Street following completion of the restoration works

View from Long Street following completion of the restoration works



Lecture Room windows prior to the restoration works



Windows following the restoration worksLecture Room windows following the restoration works



Existing cement render to the Main Hall and Lecture Room before the works

Existing cement render to the School Rooms before the works



New lime render to the Main Hall, Lecture Room and Lady’s Parlour following completion of the works

New lime render to the School Rooms following completion of the works



Main Hall prior to commencement of the works

Window to Main Hall prior to 
the works

Main Hall prior to commencement of the works

Stage prior to the commencement of the works



Main Hall restoration during the works

Main Hall restoration during the works

Main Hall restoration following completion



Stage during the works to remove the stage extension

Existing stage newel post to be 
reused for new stage stair

Original historical upper level stage uncovered during the works

Original historical lower level stage uncovered during the works

Existing stage extension and 
stairs 

Historical stage uncovered



Historical stage uncovered

Balcony upon completion Stage upon completion

Stage and Main Hall upon completion



View from the courtyard towards the Lecture Room and Vestibule upon completion of the works
(Photograph by Andy Marshall)

View from the balcony in the Main Hall towards the stage
(Photograph by Andy Marshall)



View from the Main Hall stage towards the balcony
(Photograph by Andy Marshall)



Window Donations
The Greater Manchester Building Preservation Trust (GMBPT) is extremely grateful to all members 
of the congregation, past and present and the local community for their invaluable support 
to this project.  Through their commitment to their community of Middleton, the GMBPT have 
raised £30,000 in total through generous donations towards the restoration of all windows 
of significance within the schools building.  Without these contributions, the extent of the work 
achieved would have been reduced and the overall impact of the development lessened 
considerably.  

The following pages tell the story about the importance of this building in each individuals life.

The GMBPT would like to extend their sincere thanks to each and every person who  contributed 
to ensuring the long term use and protection of this important building.  

Christine Grime
Greater Manchester Building Preservation Trust



Donated by Janet Regan 

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration work

In memory of John Regan.



Donated by Andy and Charlotte Marshall
Donated by Marlene Whittaker & Peter Palister 

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration work

Marlene and Peter are two old friends who have known each 
other for over fourty years. They first met when they were working 
together in a Civil Service office. Marlene ended her career as 
an Executive Officer managing a busy pensions section in the 
Department of Health and Social Security. 

Peter ended his career as a Higher Executive Officer in a VAT 
office in London. For the last 20 years they have lived next door 
to each other in a block of flats in Middleton and until lately have 
participated in the activities of several local societies until age 
took its toll.



Donated by Andy and Charlotte Marshall

This hushed magnificence enhanced our lives.

Photograph by Andy Marshall

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration work



Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallDonated by Liz McInnes MP in memory of James (Jim) Dobbin

James (Jim) Dobbin, KSG, KMCO (26 May 1941 – 6 September 
2014) was a Labour Co-operative politician and microbiologist, 
who was the Member of Parliament for Heywood and Middleton 
from 1997 until his death in 2014. 

Jim worked tirelessly for his constituency and was much loved 
and respected by his constituents. As his successor, it is an honour 
for me to dedicate this window to Jim.

Photograph of James Dobbin

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration work



Donated by Middleton Civic Association

When it was announced in the early 1970s that Middleton would 
be a constituent part of the proposed Metropolitan Borough of 
Rochdale, a number of like-minded people became increasingly 
concerned that the town would lose its identity within the new 
authority. 

A number of meetings were held, leading to the formation, in 
1974, of Middleton Civic Association. An invitation to other 
groups in the town to join the Association was ignored, and in the 
words of the Association’s founding Chairman, David A. Roydes, 
popularly known as Sandy, ‘members of Middleton Civic 
Association have worked continuously to safeguard, protect and 
promote Middleton’s heritage and environment’.

Over the years members have enjoyed a programme of lectures 
and visits, and the Association has produced two volumes 
of essays describing various aspects of the town’s history, 
Middleton Matters (1990) – the source of the above quotation 
by Mr. Roydes -  and Middleton Matters Matters 2 (2001), in 
addition to supporting Early Middleton and other publications.  
The Association manages the town’s programme of blue plaques 
and various members represent the organisation on a range of 
township committees. 

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration work



Donated by Andy and Charlotte Marshall

Jean Dale was born in Chadderton, Lancashire on the 24th June 
1928.  Unknown to her mother Winifred, she was expecting twins 
and Jean’s twin sister, Joan was born the following day and her 
sister Brenda a couple of years later.

Jean lived with her family in a tied house attached to a ribbon 
factory in Cheapside, Middleton, Lancashire, where her father, 
Amos worked.  The family also took in a lodger, who was known 
to the girls as Uncle Hermann.  At the beginning of the War 
in 1939, he was forced to either return to Germany or to be 
imprisoned.  Hermann returned to Germany and the family never 
heard from him again.

Jean attended Morton Street Methodist Church and she also 
accompanied younger sister Brenda to Long Street Church as 
Brenda was a member there. The girls sometimes made pocket 
money by collecting horse manure for the local gardeners. Jean 
left school at age of 14 and worked in a school kitchen preparing 
meals.  She also worked in a bakery but had to leave after she 
contracted Eczema.  Jean then moved to a Chemist in Long Street, 
Middleton where she worked until she left to move to Scotland 
in 1955.

Jean enjoyed playing the piano and going dancing.  Jean was on 
holiday in Isle of Man with her parents in 1953 when she met her 
husband to be, Donald MacLeod.  They married at Long Street on 
11th June 1955 and travelled north to Glasgow, where Donald 
already had a house in 171 Brand Street. They honeymooned in 
the Isle of Skye, where Donald’s parents were born.  Donald’s 
dad, also Donald, met the bus at it arrived in Portree and while 
Jean waited on the Dunvegan bus with the driver, the father and 
son went to the pub, while Jean sat chatting to the driver.  Never 
again would Donald pull such a stunt!

Jean gave birth to her only child Iain on 12th December 1956 
and they both enjoyed taking Iain to the park and on holiday to 
Middleton and Skye.  As Iain got older, they used to book up to 
stay for a week in a hotel with a dance floor, so while Iain sat 
and watched,  Jean and Donald spun the light fantastic on the 
dance floor.

Jean and Donald also enjoyed spending long weekends in Largs 
and they loved this time together.  They would also go to dance 
nights at Bellahouston bowling club.  Donald died suddenly in 
1975 and Jean had to cope with being on her own with Iain.  
Jean decided to join the bowling club where she established long 
lasting friendships.  By this time, Jean was working as a nursing 
auxiliary at Yorkhill Children’s hospital and she worked there until 
her retirement in 1994.

Jean’s granddaughters Gemma and Rachael were born on 31st 
October 1983 and Jean loved spending time with them both.  
She also had a caravan at Wemyss Bay and she would take the 

girls down for the weekend.   Jean always knew God was with 
her and also felt there was an Angel with her everywhere.  Jean 
attended Admiral Street Methodist, which amalgamated with 
other Churches, finally leading to Mosspark United.  Iain used 
to kid her on that she was actually playing for the local football 
team!  Jean also played the keyboard and was a member of the 
Paisley Organ society for many years.

Jean enjoyed many long friendships as she decided to remain in 
Glasgow to be near Iain.  Jean’s next door neighbour, Eleanor 
Hope was a great support and help to Jean and without this 
support; she would have struggled to continue at home.

Jean didn’t like being cooped up at home and would often travel 
into town to get out of the house.  She also continued visiting 
Largs and spent a few nights at the Brisbane hotel in the summer 
of 2009.  Jean’s health was not good in the last few months, but 
she enjoyed a hearty Christmas dinner at Iain and Michelle’s 
home in December 2009.  However, on January 5th, 2010. Jean 
suffered a massive stroke and while she seemed settled in the 
Southern General Hospital, she suffered another two strokes and 
sadly died at 7am on 1st March 2010.

Jean is survived by her son, Iain, his wife Michelle and her 
granddaughters Rachael and Gemma and great granddaughters, 
Eliza and Eden.  Her sister Brenda Holmes still lives 50 yards 
from Cheapside and is a member at Long Street. Joan lives in 
sheltered accommodation in Workington near her daughter.  
Jean was a Lancashire lass but she loved Scotland and her ashes 
were scattered beside Donald’s at the foot of Dunvegan castle, 
Isle of Skye home of the MacLeod Clan.

Donated by Iain and Michelle MacLeod in memory of Iain’s mother Jean 
Dale



Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration work



Donated by Andy and Charlotte Marshall

My mum and dad, Marian nee Schofield and James Edward 
(Ted) Pollitt were married at Long Street on 3rd September, 1949. 
Dad later served as a church steward and mum played the piano 
in the Sunday school and sang in the choir.

I was Christened in the church, attended Sunday school, 
Brownies, Guides and have many happy memories of the 
Sunday school anniversaries, trips to the seaside, Christmas Fairs 
and parties and all the lovely people who attended Long Street 
over the years.

Dad died young and his funeral was held in the church on 3rd 
September 1968, mum’s followed on the 18th January 1999.
 Much loved and greatly missed.

Donated in memory of Marian and Ted Pollitt by their daughter Anne

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration work



Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration work

Elaine was born in Boundary Park Hospital, Oldham but lived 
in Middleton until she went to teacher Training College. She 
attended Hollin Primary School, passed her 11 plus exam and 
attended Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School, Middleton 
where she eventually became Head Girl. She went to Teacher 
Training College at Edge Hill Ormskirk and Mather College 
Manchester where she gained her Teaching Certificate.  Elaine 
began teaching in 1974 at Alkrington Primary School Middleton 
and married Ray in 1975 and moved to Heywood. In 1978 
she had her daughter Sarah and in 1980 her son Michael. She 
became a supply teacher in Heywood, Middleton and Rochdale 
schools until she went back permanently in 1984 as a teacher 
at Alderman Kay Special School in Middleton. She eventually 
became Deputy Head, after gaining her Advanced Diploma in 
Special Needs. 

In 2007 Elaine became Deputy Head of the new P.F.I. special 
school at Springside with Hamer, Rochdale. During her time as 
teacher at the Special Schools, Elaine took classes of children to 
Moorlands Home for respite holidays for over twenty five years. 
She retired in 2013 and was a busy Nana to 3 grandchildren. 
She was a school governor at two schools, St Margaret’s 
Heywood and Newlands Special Needs School Middleton. She 
was church warden at St. Margaret’s Church Heywood and a 
volunteer helper at St. Margaret’s and Whittaker Moss Primary 
schools.

Elaine was proud to have been associated with Rochdale M.B.C. 
including Middleton and Heywood for all of her life.

Ray and Elaine became Mayor and Mayoress of Rochdale 
Borough Council 2016 to 2017.

Donated in memory of Elaine Jean Dutton (nee Rigby)
1952-2017



Donated by Andy and Charlotte Marshall

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration work

Sunday mornings at home in Middleton in 1960s and 1970s for 
me and my siblings regularly featured my Dad (Philip Dawson) 
cajoling each of us to get out of bed for Sunday school at Long 
Street Methodist Church.  In our childish reluctance we couldn’t 
have been aware at the time of course, but Long Street Methodist 
Church was central to home life for Philip and Nora, his wife, and 
their desire was for the whole family to be part of the Church, at 
least by attending on the service on Sunday mornings.

Philip’s involvement at Long Street Methodist Church began 
almost as soon he and Nora arrived, newly married in Scotland, 
to live in Middleton in the mid-1950s.  He was soon taking a 
prominent role in the Stewardship Campaign which aimed to 
encourage other church members to be actively involved in the 
week-to-week running of the Church.  He himself subsequently 
had several stints as a steward over the years, and was always 
on hand to offer advice and encouragement to other members.  
Long Street Methodist Church would certainly have benefited 
from Philip’s meticulous organising skills and attention to detail, 
coupled with his relaxed sense of humour.

Nora subsequently became Cradle Roll Secretary and they both 
continued to dedicate themselves to life at the Church, including 
long service in the Church choir.  Philip and Nora would also be 
seen regularly at the Saturday Coffee Mornings, both as visitors 
and as a members of the rota for providing the service which was 
seen as a social focal point for members of the Church and wider 
Middleton community.  Not long before his death in 2002, Philip 
completed the sourcing and supply of various items specially 
commissioned to mark the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
Long Street Methodist Church.

The Window in the ‘Coffee Morning’ Room is a loving memorial 
to Philip Dawson for his long and dedicated service to Long 
Street Methodist Church.  He is fondly remembered by his family.

Peter Dawson, 13 September 2018

Nora Dawson (Philip’s wife)
Fiona Bolton (Philip’s daughter)
Ian Dawson (Philip’s son)
Peter Dawson (Philip’s son)
Geoffrey Dawson (Philip’s son)

Donated in memory of Philip Ronald Dawson 
(1928 - 2002)



Donated by Ann Slattery

Window prior to the restoration works

Since my late school days in the mid 1960s I have always had 
an interest in design. As time has gone on I have developed 
particular preferences. My favourite styles must be ‘Arts and 
Crafts’ and ‘Art Nouveau’. By chance I found Edgar Wood’s 
work in the Middleton and Huddersfield areas.

I am pleased to have been able to give a modest donation to help 
restore part of Edgar Wood’s building at Long Street Methodist 
Schoolrooms in Middleton.
 
Anne Slattery (formerly from the North West of England but 
currently living in Dorset).

Window following the restoration works



Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallDonated by Middleton Rotary in memory of Jeffrey Lawton

Window donated by Middleton Rotary in memory of Jeffrey 
Lawton, opera singer and Rotarian.

Jeffrey Lawton was born in Oldham in 1938 but lived most of 
his married life in Middleton in Westdene, a house designed 
by Edgar Wood. A talented amateur singer, he was in great 
demand by local musical societies and in took the lead in many 
productions of Gilbert and Sullivan operettas performed in the 
main hall of the Methodist Schoolrooms by the Middleton G&S 
Society.

In his early forties he enrolled as a student at the Royal Northern 
College of Music and on graduating became a professional 
singer with The Welsh National Opera Company.  From 1982 
to 1987 he was their principal tenor. He also sang with Opera 
North and Scottish Opera. On one occasion in 1990 he 
substituted for the ill Placido Domingo in the role of Otello at The 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, under Carlos Kleiber.  He 
sang at various British festivals and the BBC Proms at the Royal 
Albert Hall. Other musical pursuits included being president of 

the Manchester Wagner Society (he specialized in Wagnerian 
roles) and was Patron of the Oldham Choral Society. Jeffrey 
ended his career on the staff at the Royal Northern College 
teaching singing. It was a job he delighted in.

In memory of Jeffrey Lawton (1938-2018)

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration work



Donated by Middleton Rotary

Rotary Middleton was formed back in 1933 and is currently a 
lively and successful club with over 20 members.  In these 84 
years we are proud to have been of service to Middleton, the UK 
and the wider international world, where we deliver our vision 
of being a modern-day family Rotary Club with our members 
following the Rotary motto of ‘service above self’.

The local community is a key focus for the club and we provide 
support to local schools, churches, scouts, sports teams and 
various local charities and support groups. We involve almost 
1,000 local primary-school children in the Rotary shoebox 
scheme - providing gifts for children in orphanages in Eastern 
Europe.

The initiative we are most known in the local community is where 
we escort Father Christmas, on our Christmas float, around the 
streets of Middleton bringing Christmas cheer to all. Over the 
years this has raised tens of thousands of pounds which are then 
distributed to support local groups, and individuals, as above.

Therefore, Rotary Middleton are delighted to have the opportunity 
to contribute to the Restoration project by sponsoring two 
windows and become even further embedded in the wonderful 
history of Middleton. 

Window prior to the restoration works

Photograph of Middleton Rotary

Window following the restoration work



Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallDonated by Celia Fearnley

“I think it will be nice to have a window dedicated to my own 
family at Long Street Church as it has a lot of memories for 
me. I met my husband George at Manchester Royal Infirmary 
where we both worked. When we got married we set up home 
in Alkrington and found the Methodist Church. Gwen and Leslie 
Albiston were the first people I met. Within a few months I was 
invited to join the choir. My Mum and Dad came to Alkrington 
from Timperley and soon became involved as well”.

Celia

Celia was a secretary at the hospital and George was a plumber 
on the maintenance team. George was on the Property Committee 
at the church and usd his plumbing and other handyman skills. 
He was also a member of the gardening team of the 1980’s and 
90’s. Celia’s parents, Wilfred and Hannah Chaplin, moved to 
Middleton to be near them as they got older. Both Celia and her 
mother were good bakers, and made cakes for money raising 
events for the church and Celia was Choir Secretary.
 Leslie Albiston was a local councillor and the first mayor of 
Rochdale Borough after local Government re-organisation in 
1973. 

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration work



Donated by members of 16th Middleton (Long St.) Scout and Guide Band

History

 The 16th Middleton Scout Band was inaugurated in 1974 with the 
following leaders: Alan Holmes, Colin Dutton, Colin Campbell 
and Howard Whatmough.

Shortly afterwards in 1975 Guides from the Long Street, Guide 
Company joined and the band was renamed to include the 
wording ‘Scout and Guide Band’.

The band played at carnivals all over the North West and 
contests all over the country, playing three times at the Wembley 
arena and four times in the Royal Albert Hall.

The band played for twenty three years up until 1998.

1.Banding was a happy time
Back at the 16th
We raised the kids from nothing
To something rather fine.

2.They’d drill and practice till it hurt
And still come back for more
But knowing that when done for real
They’d earn a great encore.

3.Our instruments were all self bought
Collecting stacks of paper
Storing it up in some ones garage
Was quite a caper

4.We used a Rhodes removal van
To move us all about
And eyes would stare and goggle
At forty getting out.

5.When doing comps and carnivals
We really looked quite swell
We’d travel to most anywhere
The tales we all could tell.

6.At times we changed together
Boys and girls all getting dressed
No one spouted rules those days
With which they now obsessed.

7.Then bought a bus and painted it bright
When funds became more healthy
To ride in comfort far and wide
It made us feel quite wealthy.

8.We marched and played at Blackpool
Wembley Arena too
For they were smart, inspection clean
In outfits spanking new.

9.Now those days are gone forever
Youths don’t like being seen
They’d rather wear designer clothes

In uniforms they’re not seen.

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration work

Alan Holmes who was an instigator in forming the band penned 
the following poem.



Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallDonated by Rick Kulik

My sponsoring a window at Long Street is the result of learning 
about Edgar Wood while I was a student just up the road at 
De La Salle Teachers’ Training College.  During 1968,  Mr Joe 
Maslin, a very charismatic Head of Technology set out to teach 
my group and I about architecture.  

He continually mentioned a local architect named Edgar Wood 
and pointed out the buildings that were erected by Wood in 
Middleton.  Unknown to me then was that my interest in Wood 
would be reignited by chance after I had retired in 2006.   One 
day during that year I was travelling on the No 17 bus through 
Middleton and remembered Joe Maslin’s enthusiasm for Edgar 
Wood all those years earlier.   

Window prior to the restoration works

Photograph of Rick Kulik

Window following the restoration work



Donated by the Crowther family

The Crowther family moved to Middleton in 1953 when the 
Langley estate was being built. At that time, Lewis and May had 
2 little boys called Eric, who was 6 and Graham, who was 4. Ian 
followed in 1953 and Lynn in 1958.

Eric’s account of his time at Long Street is as follows:- 
After 4 years in Cubs at 5th Middleton (Langley) I joined the 16th 
Middleton (Long St) in 1959 and became a member of Kestrel 
Patrol with Spike (Peter Wilkinson) as our Patrol Leader.  We 
became good friends and lived together for a short time after 
his mother died leaving him on his own. The house on Morton 
St had no running water just a tap and a toilet in the communal 
back yard and on the cold winter days it always seemed to 
be frozen up, so it was off to the ‘Crowther’s’ for a warm bath 
and a hot meal. In 1962 the 16thMidd got its own Senior Scout 
Patrol (Raleigh) which included Spike, myself, Greg Whatmough, 
Geoff Grime and ‘Stoney’ (Michael Jackson). Our leader was 
Norman Richardson, we spent several years together and most 
of us worked hard and became ‘Queens Scouts.’ At 18 it was 
time to move on and we set up ‘Middleton Trident Rover Crew’ 
with friends from other Scout groups in the town – but that’s a 
whole new story!

My roots were always at Long Street so after a period helping 
out at St Marys cubs I became Senior Scout Leader at Long 
street. In 1968 I became a ‘National Park Warden’ in the Peak 
District, and most weekends you would find the Senior Scouts 
out on the moors of the ‘Dark Peak’ “Great Times”. In 1973 I got 
married and was also doing a lot of singing as part of the ‘Folk 
Revival’ and that ended my time in Scouting of over 20 years. 
Not forgetting Youth Club, Badminton Club and many Coffee 
Mornings. The things we got up to!

Graham also joined the scouts and was a member of the Youth 
Club in the 60s. He was married in 1973 and lived in Wardle, 
Rochdale but in 1979 he moved back to Middleton with his 

wife Pam and daughter, Helen. In 1980 David was born and 
the family was complete. Helen and David were christened at 
Long Street as was Ben, Eric’s son. Helen and David went on to 
attend holiday clubs and Sunday school and have many happy 
memories of the people who supported them in their early years. 
Joan Taylor, Winnie Thorpe and Maureen Collinge were great 
examples of living according to Christian values.

Pam attended the Mother and Toddler Group each week 
with Helen and David and when they were older, they joined 
the uniformed organisations and the Scout and Guide band. 
Graham became one of the leaders with the band and he drove 
the black and gold double decker bus which transported them to 
competitions. They were very enjoyable times that created great 
memories for many young people. One of these being when 
Graham drove through Admiralty Arch in London and along the 
Mall. That would not happen today!!!

David married Nicola at Long Street and their children Lawrence 
and Elizabeth, were christened there, as was Annie, Helen and 
Dennis’s daughter.  

The family have spent many happy hours at Long Street and 
it is wonderful to see the work that has been done in order to 
take the building forward to create special memories for future 
generations. 

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration works

The Crowther family Celebrating Eric’s 70th birthday



Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallDonated by a friend of the church and the Edgar Wood Society

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration works



Donation by: Anthony, Sarah, Erin & Finn Cosgrove

Window prior to the restoration works

I have lived in Middleton my entire life.  We are a small town, 
politically part of Rochdale, yet generally we feel far more far 
more Mancunian.  I think it was my parents who told me about 
Edgar Wood when I noticed these funny little plaques on various 
buildings around the town as I grew up in the 1980’s.  I would 
learn more about him as I got older and eventually joined the 
committee when the Edgar Wood Society was founded.  I’m 
greatly interested in art too, so Edgar Wood as a painter, and 
indeed his contemporary Middletonian friend, Frederick William 
Jackson, is something that connects me further to him.  

Long Street Methodist Church is considered a real masterpiece 
of Arts and Crafts architecture.  A childhood friend of mine 
went to Sunday School there and I remember tagging along on 
occasion and playing badminton (of all things!) in the hall.  It was 
some years later when I visited again and it was sad to see so 
much needed to be restored.  The tireless work of various people 
associated with the building is nothing short of remarkable.  
Christine and Geoffrey Grime especially are now seeing the 
efforts of years of hard work and campaigning pay off with 
the new restoration.  It really does look splendid and helps to 
preserve the school complex for future generations to enjoy and 
appreciate.  

The donation of this window will hopefully mean as my children 
grow up they will become intrigued to learn about Edgar, as I 
was.  The window overlooks the garden and you can see it from 
the roadside as you pass which will make me smile as I journey 
down Long Street into the centre.   

Anthony Cosgrove

Window following the restoration works

Anthony, Sarah, Erin & Finn Cosgrove



Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallDonated by the Church Congregation
Memories by David Ratchford of Long Street Methodist Church 1969 to 2018

Window prior to the restoration works

When we first came to Middleton in 1969, I wasn’t too involved 
with Long Street, I went to Our Ladys in the morning and with 
Margaret to Trinity Ancoats in the evening. Then Barbara Wallbank 
started the Sunday Group and we met after the evening service 
with the Gledhills, Jacksons, Birds, Browns, Peter, Eddie, Howard 
and David. Bill Fulton started a lot of church family activities and 
membership classes, which I attended and was brought into 
membership. For a while I was one of the Communion Stewards 
with Andrew Slim and Bill Geddes. Sacrament was one morning 
and one evening a month, our evening congregation averaged 
between15 to 20. I was asked by Arthur Haslam if I would 
be a Church Steward and at the annual church meeting I was 
elected. The Church meeting voted for the Stewards then! There 
were four stewards, Arthur Haslam, Ken Verity, Philip Dawson, 
and myself, with 2 services every Sunday we had three weeks 
on duty and one week off. We were also on duty for weddings 
and funerals. After 4 years as a church steward I was elected as 
a Circuit steward with Peter McCann. During our term of office 
we were involved in the building of Hope Church and invited 
John Forster as Circuit Superintendent, and rebuilt the manse 
at Asheton Road. When I finished my term as Circit Steward I 
took over from Winnie Thorp as Ecumenical Rep. and from John 
Perkins as Christian Aid rep. 

This was to be only for a limited time, but after 26 years I am still 
doing the job. When Rev.Bernie Ambrose came I had another 
term as Church Steward with Pam Crowther, Doreen Hallet and 
Bob Pedley.

Brian Sewart took over the gardening with help of his three 
daughters and  when he died suddenly, I became the church 
gardener. The four rose bushes the toddler group bought in Brians 
memory still flourish.  When I retired in 2003, I would go down 
to church with Margaret early on Wednesday mornings and help 
set up for toddler group then spend the morning in the garden. 
This continued with help from Stan Royle until the premises were 
sold to the Greater Manchester Building Preservation Trust for £1 
with a lease back agreement for the Church and Vestry for 15 
years.  I am still the local secretary for Christian Aid and on the 
Church cleaning rota, door steward and a flower distributor.

Others who served as stewards during this time were, Ron Downs, 
Peter Wolstenholme, Pat Cheetham, Marjorie Gilbert and we all 
served with joy.
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Donated by the Edgar Wood Society

In 2003 concern about the long term future for this building 
led to the establishment of the ‘Friends of Long Street Methodist 
Church’ who began to explore complimentary and sympathetic 
uses for the building that would be able to run concurrently with 
the church itself and ultimately safeguard the longevity of this 
important building. 

In August 2010 a visionary and unusual agreement was reached 
for the Methodist Church authorities to sell the building to 
Heritage Trust for the North West for a nominal consideration 
of one pound, with a lease-back arrangement that enabled the 
church to continue to worship there.

To reflect the changes, in 2011 The Friends of Long Street 
Methodist Church became The Friends of the Edgar Wood 
Centre and the focus moved to obtaining a restoration grant for 
the school buildings as part of Middleton’s Townscape Heritage 
Initiative.

A further change in name to The Edgar Wood Society occurred 
in 2014 to reflect the broadening aims of the group and appeal 
to a wider community. Today membership of the society stands 
at over 60.

Over the last fifteen years many events and fundraising activities 
have been organised and enjoyed by a wide community of 
people. Emergency repairs and works have been funded and 
members of the society have carried out on-going maintenance. 
Detailed and time-consuming research has uncovered important 
facts about Edgar Wood’s pioneering work and his association 
with leading Arts & Crafts practitioners of his time. 

The Edgar Wood Society is very proud to sponsor the restoration 
of this window and is extremely grateful to all its members for 
their continuing support, generosity and dedication.
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Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallDonated by Alan, Brenda, Zoe, Debra and Rachel Holmes

Window prior to the restoration works

I came to Long Street Church age 14 in 1945, with no support 
from my family. The reason to attend was so I could join the Youth 
Club. After being in Sunday School  I  became a Sunday School 
Teacher and later Sunday School secretary.  From 1948 to 1998 
I was a Cub Scout Leader. In 1953 married Alan Holmes who 
got involved with Scouting and in 1961 formed a Scout Drum 
and Trumpet Band.  We had 3 daughters, Zoe who later became 
a Sunday school teacher, Debra and Rachel who also attended 
the Sunday School. The girls were also members of the Guides 
and Youth Club. All three were christened at Long Street and 
married in the Church and their children were also christened at 
Long St. For many years I organised Jumble sales and donated 
some of the takings to the Church. As an older member I attend 
the weekly Church and the Bible study classes. 

The reason I chose the window in the Institute is because it looks 
out onto the garden where there is a plaque in memory of Alan.    

Photograph of Alan, Brenda, Zoe, Debra and Rachel Holmes
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Donated by Cllr. June West in memory of George Barlow

This window is dedicated to my father George Barlow, who 
regularly donated his rare blood group in this place.

 By his loving daughter Councillor June West.
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Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallDonated by Bertha Norcross

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration works

Bertha celebrated her 100th birthday on 23rd April 2018 at 
a party held in the church and attended by all her family and 
friends. She donated a window because Long Street Methodist 
Church has been central to her life since she came to Middleton 
from Bolton on the occasion of her marriage. She married Tom 
whose parents had been involved in the original building project. 

Bertha has been an active member of the church. She was in 
the ‘Young Wives’ group, and at one time the Ladies Circle and 
Ladies Bright Hour treasurer. She would help to decorate the 
church for harvest and Christmas. However she says that mostly 
she did the less glamorous jobs at church socials, sales of work, 
fairs and other events which usually meant washing up! 

There was a badminton club at the church and Bertha went along 
but at first she was ‘hopeless’ and said that she wasn’t going 
to go again, but she persisted and began to enjoy herself and 
played badminton at the Church and the Civic Hall for a period 
of 40-50 years.

Her close friends attended the church and as they became 
widowed they supported each other and went on holidays 
together. It is in memory of these friends and of the happy times 
she spent at the church that Bertha has donated the window.

Photograph of Bertha Norcross
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Donated by Paula Collins

I first walked into Long Street Methodist Church in 1986, shortly 
after getting married and moving into Middleton. I was looking 
to ‘root’ myself into the community.

Not long after, I volunteered to help with the Beaver Colony and 
did this for about 10 years. In this time I had 2 children, Phillip 
James in 1989 and Josephine Joy in 1992, who were baptised 
in church and attended the crèche and Sunday School. In 2013 
my husband, Peter’s funeral was held here and in 2019 Josephine 
will be married here. 

Long Street and its congregation has, and continues to, play a 
massive part in my life. I have held various positions in the church, 
pastoral visitor and secretary, cleaner, coffee maker, steward, 
senior steward, rota maker and latterly Lay Pastoral Assistant 
working with the Minister. 

Ecclesiastes 3 1-8
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Photograph of Paula Collins
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Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallDonated by Mark Watson in tribute to John Archer

Window prior to the restoration works Window following the restoration works

Photograph of Alan, Brenda, Zoe, Deborah and Rachel Holmes
Photograph of John Archer and Joan Archer with son David Archer

This window is in tribute to my friend and mentor John Archer, 
architectural historian at the University of Manchester.  John’s 
scholarship and enthusiasm for the buildings of Edgar Wood was 
fostered whilst on placement at Middleton Town Hall Architects 
Dept. during his student years in the late 1940’s. As a university 
lecturer he did a great deal of research on Wood and wrote 
many articles for publication. He was an inspirational teacher 
and advocate for conservation.
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Donated by Cllr. Ian Duckworth & Christine Duckworth

Donated by the Mayor and Mayoress of Rochdale Metropolitan 
Borough Council 2017-2018. Councillor Ian Duckworth and 
Mrs. Christine Duckworth

King James V Bible.  Corinthians: Chapter 13 Verses 1-13. Re 
charity.
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Photograph of Cllr. Ian Duckworth & Christine Duckworth
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Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallDonated by Leslie & Janice Coop
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Les Coop was born in Oldham in 1943.   He is a professional 
Town Planner and until 2000 Director of Environmental Services 
for Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council.  He has a great 
interest in conservation and historic buildings and has been a 
Trustee for Heritage Trust for the North West since 2002.  At the 
time of the renovation of Long Street in 2018, he was Chairman of 
Greater Manchester Building Preservation Trust, responsible with 
Rochdale Council for the restoration work.



Donated by the Whatmough Family

Annie and Arthur Whatmough with their young family joined 
Long Street when the Methodist Chapel on Sadler Street closed 
down. Annie and Arthur became loyal and respected members 
of the Church. Their four children, three boys and a girl, were 
regular members of the Sunday School and as they grew up, they 
enrolled in the many activities the Church had to offer. Scouts 
and Guides became a large part of their lives as did the Youth 
Club. The eldest, Melvyn, left in his teens to take up a career as a 
mechanic in the Royal Fleet Auxiliary. 

Howard became a Queen’s Scout and qualified as a Scout 
Leader, for many years he was leader of both 16th Middleton 
Cubs and the Scouts as well as being a Youth Club leader, 
Sunday School teacher and later a Poor Steward in the Church. 
Gregory became a Queen’s Scout and served as President of the 
Methodist Association of Youth Clubs (MAYC). 

Their daughter Melanie was a Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award 
Winner and qualified as a Guide Leader running the group at 
Long Street, as well as becoming a teacher in the Sunday School.

In those days the Church was a bustling place with many family 
activities taking place throughout the various rooms within the 
buildings and the Whatmough family played their part with pride 
and great affection.

Photograph of the Watmough Family
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Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallIn Memory of Edith Rose Elliott

Edith Rose lived in Middleton all her life. She was a delicate baby 
and was not expected to live. She did, but was profoundly deaf. 
She used to go to Henshaws School for the Deaf in Trafford Park 
Manchester, a long two bus journey, with two other younger 
deaf girls from Middleton. She did this partially during wartime.

She worked all her life for the same firm in the town. Aged 14 
she started work for Harveys who made overalls and Edith’s job 
was in the packing department. Not all of the machinists who 
worked at Harvey’s were kind and sensitive to her disability and 
she suffered at times as do many people with severe hearing loss. 

She always remembered the birthdays of friends and family with 
cards and presents. She never married but had a flat of her own 
which she loved, full of family photographs. Her sister Doris and 
niece Sandra looked after her as she got older. Being deaf and 
living alone must sometimes have been lonely, but she never 
complained and was one of the most cheerful people you could 
wish to meet. 

Christine Grime (friend and neighbour).

Photograph of Edith Rose Elliot
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In memory of Olga & George Hurst

Window in memory of Olga (1914-2005) and George Hurst 
(1914-2004)

Olga and George (parents of Christine Grime) were former 
members of the Providence Congregational Church on Market 
Place Middleton. They attended Long Street Methodists from the 
1980’s. George had just retired and was soon recruited to join 
the choir and the gardening team. He loved both activities as 
well as the new friends he made. Friday night was choir practice 
and Saturday morning was gardening with George Fearnley 
and Douglas Brown, interspersed with cups of coffee provided 
by whoever was in charge of the Saturday Coffee morning which 
was a weekly church event to raise money for the Methodist Relief 
Organisation as it was then called. The fellowship and friendships 
they made at the church, together with their support for a variety 
of church events gave them both much pleasure.
Prior to retirement George had been a master butcher with his 
premises on Bardsley Brow, opposite the Old Grammar School, 
helped by wife Olga. The extensive redevelopment of Middleton 
in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s saw his shop included in a 
compulsory purchase scheme to provide new council housing. 
He then worked as the butcher at North Manchester General 
Hospital.

Photograph of Olga & George Hurst
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Donated by Andy and Charlotte Marshall

Frank and May married on 1st January 1937 at St. Luke’s Church, 
Lightbourne Rd, Moston. After lunch they and many of the family 
were off to the match, Manchester United playing Sunderland. 
The celebrations may have been short lived as United lost 2-1 
and were demoted to the second division that season. During the 
war their home in Manchester was bomb damaged and between 
1939-45 they moved to Brassey St. Middleton, which became 
the family home to Dorothy (1941) and Geoffrey (1946).

Between moving to Middleton and retiring Frank worked first 
at Whitefield Velvet Co. on Kemp St. He maintained that while 
employed there, his boss had him delivering any amount of ash 
and cinder that was laid under the turf of the Middleton Cricket 
Club. The pitch was certainly well drained. He later moved to 
work at the Chadderton Power Station and friends teased him 
that when the lights dimmed, he wasn’t shovelling enough coal 
into the boilers.

May worked as a postie on the first delivery, having to be out 
at 5.00am to complete her lower Boarshaw round by breakfast 
time. This employment was curtailed by illness in the late 60s, 
which left her partly paralyzed below the waist.  Afterwards she 
could be seen around the area driving her blue three wheeled 
Invar car, she enjoyed the freedom to get out. Although quite 
incapacitated in later life and confined to a wheel chair, she 
never grumbled and always said that there were many others 
worse off. Both Dorothy and Geoffrey were enrolled at the 
Sunday School and joined the Guides and Scouts, where May 
was the Guide Captain of the Long St. Methodist, 37th Middleton 
Guide Company, in the 1950/60s.

In the late 70s they moved to the Fylde Coast to enjoy many 
years of retirement.

In memory of May (nee Hadfield 1914-2003) and Frank Grime (1910-
1994)
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Photograph of May and Frank Grime
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Donated by Geoffrey & Christine Grime

I have been associated with Long St. Church since being taken 
to join the Sunday School and Cubs in 1953 and eventually 
becoming the Group Scout Leader in the early 70s following a 
short break while at college. I married Christine at the Providence 
Congregational Church, her home church in 1970.

Christine joined Long St. shortly after 1970 and became an active 
member. Over the years, we have both been on the Property and 
Finance Committee, I became the treasurer in 2006 and Christine 
is and has been the Senior Steward for several years. As well as 
these duties our name pops up on the coffee morning rota, the 
cleaning team as well as latterly looking after the garden.

In 2005/6 it became evident that the Church could not sustain 
looking after the buildings with escalating repair and running 
costs. As a result of this we became involved in seeing if the 
Church and School Rooms could be saved for the future, even 
if the worshipping community had to move on. It was only at this 
stage that we were made aware of the national importance of 
the complex. Within the architectural Arts and Crafts style, The 
Wesleyan Chapel and School Rooms (original name) was one of 
only a hand full in the country. After several years of negotiation, 
the building was sold to the Heritage Trust North West and later 
transferred to The Greater Manchester Preservation Trust for 
£1. The Church then leased the church for three days a week. 
Christine became a Trustee of the GMBPT and I was referred to 
as ‘the honorary caretaker’.

Since the Trust took over the buildings, the School Hall and Rooms 
qualified for a Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) grant.

The restoration of this part of the complex will be the key in 
providing the funding to maintain the buildings and repairs to the 
Church, which is still on the English Heritage ‘At Risk’ register. 

We will consider our job done when the Church is also restored 
and the buildings become self-financing to guarantee their future.

Photograph of Edith Rose Elliot
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Photograph of Christine 
Grime

Photograph of Geoff
Grime
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Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallDonated by Maureen Glynn in memory of my Father

This window is dedicated to the memory of my late father James 
Glynn who inspired my love of architecture and craftsmanship.

My father was born in 1927, the youngest son of Thomas & 
Theresa Simpson of Grimshaw Lane, Middleton Junction. His 
working life began at the age of fourteen and following in the 
footsteps of some of his brothers he entered the building trade as 
an apprentice joiner.

From joiner and craftsman he soon progressed to become Site 
Manager for a large Building Contractor and in later years he 
was Clerk of Works for a firm of Architects & Surveyors. As a 
young girl I remember being taken along to various building 
sites, sitting in the site office whilst he checked up on progress or 
studied architectural drawings. Much later, when he was teaching 
me to drive, I would drive him up to Cartmel Priory where he was 
involved with restoration works to the Priory. 

Wherever we went we talked about buildings, how they were 
constructed and the materials used. At home, when he was 

making furniture I would watch and help him.

I first visited Long Street Methodist Church during Heritage 
Open Days in 2010. The simplicity and beauty of the buildings 
astounded me, that’s when I began to learn more about Edgar 
Wood. Until then I didn’t really know anything about his work 
apart from my father saying that he didn’t think flat roofs were 
suitable for our climate in the North!

I’m sure if Dad had the opportunity to look closely at Edgar’s 
work now he would appreciate his visionary architectural talent, 
his reference to our local heritage and of course his promoting of 
artistic craftsmanship. I wish I could have shared and enjoyed this 
building with him.
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In Thanksgiving for Sheila’s Hall and Worthington ancestors 
from Glossop and Salford who contributed so much to the music 
as Organists and Choir Masters at the Methodist churches in 
Glossop, Regent Road and Brunswick Salford and taught her 
so much about music and the Methodist Hymn Book. Sheila 
feels very fortunate to have such a heritage. Also, for Brian’s 
introduction to Methodist worship and fellowship as Minister at St 
Catherine in Highfield (Anglican/Methodist) Local Ecumenical 
Project in Farnworth.
 
Donated by The Revd. Brian & Mrs Sheila M Hartley

Donated by Brian & Sheila Hartley
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Photograph of Brian & Sheila Hartley
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Donated by Andy and Charlotte Marshall
Donated by Sheila Jalving in memory of my father

Window prior to the restoration works

Photograph of Sheila Jalving

In memory of my father Edgar Noel Turner especially for the 
guidance I received for him during my formative years. 

Edgar was a school teacher at the Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
school, Middleton, situated on the corner of Rectory St. and 
Mellalieu St. The school was re-located in 1965 to Boardman 
Fold Rd. Alkrington.

I am on the right in the photograph, which was taken in the 
church garden circa 1948 on the occasion of the Sunday school 
anniversary.
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Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallIn memory of Jean Bebe donated by Peter Beebe

Peter Beebe donated windows in memory of his wife Jean.

“To the memory of Jean Beebe my dearest wife and sweetheart, 
a treasure sadly missed by husband Peter, all the family, and 
those who knew her. God bless you my love.”

Peter is a member of the Edgar Wood Society who lives in 
Alkrington, Middleton. He and Jean both shared an appreciation 
of the Arts and Crafts movement.
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Photograph of Peter Beebe and Jean Beebe
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Donated by Andy and Charlotte MarshallDonated by Marlene Heap (nee Evans).

Window prior to the restoration works

My formative years were spent at Long Street Methodist Church. 
From the age of five I attended the Sunday School and later on 
joined the Brownies and the youth club. I have so many memories 
of those happy times. Toy gift services at Christmas where the 
matron of Booth Hall hospital or her deputy, would come to the 
service to receive all the donated toys for the children in hospital. 
Anniversary weekends when the church was packed to the rafters 
with people. Harvest Festivals with produce filling the chancel 
steps, and afterwards walking round the town delivering Harvest 
gifts of food to the sick. Once a year we walked with the Sunday 
School scholars led by teacher Margaret Foy, following the 
banner which was always carried by Eddie Walmsley and the 
Haslam family. The Borough Band played Long Street’s signature 
tune ‘The Church’s one foundation’, to the tune of Aurelia.

I have donated this window in memory of my parents Doris and 
Ben Evans and my godmother Caroline Fletcher. Caroline was 
a leading light in Middleton in the 1930’s and 40’s. She was 
Mayor of Middleton in 1945-6 and one of the first three female, 
Middleton Magistrates elected in 1923. She was President of the 
women’s section of the Middleton British Legion, chairman of the 
Middleton Ladies Lifeboat Guild – the list goes on and on. She 
ran her society class at Long Street for over 50 years, always 
busy and active. I lived four doors away and used to play in her 
house with my friends. She was unlike any other elderly woman I 
have ever known, she played games with us like ‘hide and seek’. 
I can still see her beaming face now. Sadly she died when I was 
eight years old. She died in Long Street church during a service 
in May 1950 singing her and my favourite hymn, ‘In heavenly 
love abiding’. 

This window is dedicated to all the people mentioned above who 
gave me such a happy childhood.

Wonderful, wonderful memories.
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Marlene Heap



Donated by Donated by Malcolm Allan.

Window prior to the restoration works

I worked in Middleton for just short of 30 years and spent a lot 
of time supporting the community in whichever way I could via 
my Company, McBride. This is probably what led to me being 
invited to Chair the Edgar Wood and Middleton THI, which I did 
throughout the project. 

From the first time I saw the School, I felt it was not only a vital part 
of the project, but one of the best and iconic of Edgar Wood’s 
buildings in the area, and one which could be appreciated by the 
community, as they could have access to the building and maybe 
use it again. The results have been stunning, not least for one who 
saw it in the original state. 

We held our Board Meetings in the school before the restoration 
work started. After sitting in beautiful, but dishevelled and cold 
surroundings the transformation has been wonderful to see. 

The windows make for one of the most staggering changes. 
I never realised how poorly the old windows let in light nor 
how beautifully designed the originals are. The building is now 
flooded with light and it is one of the most striking parts of Edgar 
Wood’s architecture.  

Window following the restoration works

Opening of the Exedra 10th October 2017, another part of the 
project. I’m second from the right.

Left to right 
Liz McInnes MP, Councillor June West, Mayor & Mayoress Cllr. 
Ian Duckworth, Malcolm Allen
Sue Oakley (Conservation Officer)



Donated by Andy and Charlotte Marshall
Donated by Howard Whatmough to remember many happy years of 
16th Long Street Scout Group

Having spent more than 25 years as a member of the 16th 
Middleton Long Street Scout group, I have many happy memories 
and especially on the balcony preparing for camps, hikes, 
Thursday and Friday evening activities as well as gang shows, 
preparations for the Scout band plus many others activities, as all 
our equipment was stored up there.

Those days are fondly remembered.

Howard Whatmough.
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Photograph of Howard Whatmough
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